Context: Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology [FNAC] of the head and neck region is well accepted as a diagnostic procedure. Various studies in the context of FNAC in the head and neck region are available for the adult population, but only few studies are available for the paediatric age group.
Results: There was a male predominance in the case distribution among both the sexes in children [55%] . The head and neck lesions were most frequent in the age group of 10-15 years, followed by the age group of 5-10 years than the age group of 0-5 years. Lesions in the cervical lymph nodes constituted 81% of the head and neck lesions and 87% of the adequate smears, followed by those in the skin and subcutaneous tissues [3 cases (3.2%)], the thyroid [4 cases (4.3%)] and the salivary gland [1 case (1%)]. 88.17% cases of head and neck lesions in children were diagnosed as benign on their smears and 11.83% cases were diagnosed as malignant, of which 8 cases of malignant lesions were located in the cervical lymph nodes, 1 case was located in the thyroid and 2 cases of malignant lesions were located in the orbits.
Conclusions:
FNAC is an important and a non-invasive, investigational tool in children for identifying and planning the medical management of inflammatory and infectious conditions. It helped us in indicating the diagnosis of the lesions in congenital or aquired malformations, cystic lesions and benign neoplastic lesions, in which surgical management were needed and we got confirmations on histological examinations. For the malignant lesions, FNAC was a more important investigation tool than an accurate investigation tool, which suggested about the lesions and guided us to do more advanced specific investigations for obtaining the diagnosis.
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InTRODuCTIOn
Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology (FNAC) is a simple and a rapid diagnostic technique. It is now being considered as a valuable diagnostic aid because of the early availability of results, its simplicity, minimal trauma and the absence of complications. The cytomorphological features collaborate with the histopathology and it has the qualities of a micro-biopsy [1] Ancillary techniques such as flow cytometry, cytogenetics, electron microscopy and cell block preparations with immunocytochemistry can be applied for the characterization of tumours. In addition, their benefits include the lack of sedation or general anaesthesia [2] . For a long time, the application of FNAC was ignored in the Indian and American paediatric literatures. Previous reports have suggested its utility in only a small series of paediatric populations [3] [4] [5] . Only few studies which were done on paediatric FNAC have focused exclusively on both the benign and malignant lesions that occur in the regions of the head and neck [6] [7] [8] . FNAC of the head and neck region is a generally well-accepted technique that has high specificity [9] . By providing few false-negative diagnosis, the categorization of the lesions into inflammatory/benign and malignant is possible, with a high degree of certainity [10] . in the age group of 0-15 years, who presented with head and neck lesions, after getting the approval of the ethical committee of the institution, between 01/2/2009 to 30/11/2010 and also with the consent of their parents. A brief clinical history of the patients was taken and examinations of the lesions were done. The patients were placed in comfortable and the most suitable positions. The swellings were made prominent, they were cleaned with 70% isopropyl alcohol and they were aspirated aseptically. Smears were prepared from the materials which were aspirated in the syringes and they were spread over clean glass slides and fixed for staining.
the following staining methods were used 1. May-Grunwald-Giemsa Staining [11] .
2. Papanicolaou Staining [11] .
3. Ziehl-Neelson Staining [11] .
With the increasing costs of medical facilities, any technique which speeds up the process of the diagnosis and limits the physical/ psychological trauma to the patients, will be of tremendous value. FNAC helps the surgeons in selecting, guiding and modifying the surgical planning in patients who require surgeries or a general clinical management such as the need of an antibiotic treatment and or a neoadjuvent chemotherapy. The present study was designed to study the role of fine needle aspiration cytology and its utility in paediatric head and neck lesions. It also specifies the spectra of the head and neck lesions in the paediatric age group and correlates the cytomorphological features with the histomorphological findings, whenever they are available.
SuBjeCTS AnD MeThODS
The present study was performed in the Department of Pathology, in a tertiary care centre of northern India, on 100 children who were
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